Tﬁ@?@ﬁ Heraia

Rainier Audubon Society

October 2011

October
Monday
Feder al

al f KSdzNJ
I a4 K2 NJI

SELINRASYOSo®

Gener al
Octol@eN010p,
Wa y

Member s
m2011

United Meth

bl a2yl

KAad2NE |y

Jerry Broadus
\Irry Broadus is a member of
nd has been a volunteer at
He started volunteering at Mas
The main project that he wor “ P a ‘ i
weekly survey of a set routgoe?rt)?nlb D8 hat Py ﬁFbHﬁ/)§§'26€(
Krumbo Reservoir, to count BfPQECEBneg?HB‘?sfncﬁuﬁtagg Pewk
concerning possible impactsHéram pB prepescdapowWpdel sREWAE!
the refuge, which would be RWR! Pfom PhepPpPaREhWhgddhgas mt e
Steens Mtn. The survey datajepegowidingekpl &4he arbugrOoWi pht
has now been sent in féle ahgpbabtepeh, veahai PReoV ol Rt EEB. ex
the spring and fall seasons, al
bird surveys on the refuge. T
ot her volunteers including his
" and Shep Thorp; as well as the
(1 1\"‘.“ Jerry has been birding for over
i 'Hi;)(:" has been an actve volunteer in
Wi .,‘i'\‘gx '\_ ll' actvites, including banding at
in Mexico, hel ping USGS with sl
R R & volunteering at Natonal Wildl:if
- volunteer experience was at Mi (
© Dan Sueifert been actve with bird and veget:
bird surveys at Mal heur.
wWEAYASNI ! dzZRdz62y LINRINI Y& ofiNG KSERtlF®: 30 for refreshment
Federal Way United MeltshodAivsgt. Chour ch, 29645
98001 (in unincorporateld Auburn) v - z
5ANBOlere ylaerder al Way, take 320t|h E'AS{T past %ag\ y { u
mons, croSsamg Mivleirt ary Rd. To conserve and restore naftura
At 321st St , turn | ef. St ay oragglgtthaesr VY' Ibgl:br{wee 501stt|A9 _be§
Follow 51st Ave. to 296¢th. CthicMe\R/isli|tybe'%nS9 &M Kifn g County




October 2011

t NBEARSY(iQa adaal3s oe

HAaMM [/ KNRAGY] & "2 NR ' TPeuzy e welfare
Our expert birders will be | eac
circle”, an area that stretches:c

Mapl e Valley, south to the Pi

Puget Sound. Beginner a

birders a+tid wel @ome e

ainier Audubon Soci.=o
hristmas Bird
actually take

to | earn more about
201What a grea . .
and |istening tecl
greet t hel fNey ) )
hot spots for
are an al-lI . , .
. bi rBBser yone’ s 1in
goer, Just. v wel come
designated lKV .
greet the n We will gather &
wi t h t h(eY obui church afer the
mi ght have 1 count for a potl
your <c¢l ot hes whil e we warm up,
bi nocul ars!) necessary, and swa

about oGhafhids. Wrig

hi hili ht out speci es
one of t housands ar o 9 g_ P
ree nd wi .rllater, co

Canada, Mexico and other areas thallzt tél?e placlel-.’l
. . Cornel | .

| ate December/earCytdanusaciyertvety year .

that’' s you wheooybwui patr ¢ ci pAtmeaphafeour count circle and r

dat abase at the Cornell LabatwofoOr nhnefRéemgdom@unt SA%BOCEedt b

researchers, wildlife and h2a?03natn cniya red g eeri sf ea nt d@hion tmeari d s. tceodm

Our Christmas Bi.

=

w! LbL9w !1 5] .hb hCCL/ 9

President Open |9[t 2|b¢95|
Vice President Steve Fel dm36®02211lRai ni er Audubon’s Chrli st
Treasurer Jim Tool ey*25853070nator, Nancy Streifer|t, \
Secretary Heat her Gi b2585®%81P2natng this year’'s evelnt \
Program Chair Dal e Mel and2584563[7/i ng someone take over|f the
Field Trip ChaiCarol Schul20®27a61glyeaMost of the job isj|don
Membership ChaiPat Toth* 20B6&94pupPphoniThg. coordinaton i|s f1
Backyard Habit«€ar ol Stone2585320°f the event so you cgn ‘
Conservaton ChiiDa Streife25—739—223203couﬁte"ise call or email !
Mailing Chair Debra Russe4257a68pconancy SEsBIA2e0nkn-

. : cCy streifert@otmail .[com
Hospitality Sandra Embr
News | e

Webmaster Nancy Hert z2535580
|l vy EradicatonBernedine L2583372
Educaton Chair Annete Tabo2582320

t
r
n
b
n
ter Editdan Streife2589520
n
r
n
n
X

Christmas Bird Nancy Strei25898520 Audubon Counci l b f  Wa st
Board Member Ma Prinsen4243296 (ACOW)

Board Member Erin Wo{Pewnsd 2-63-29 6 October 8, 2011—Moses Lake

Board Member Al ex Juchem2532899

*Al so serves act¢

Board meetngs are held the 2nd W mofht h at
church conference room and are o me mber s.

Rainier Audubon Society Page 2


tel:253-796-2203
tel:253-796-2203
mailto:nancy_streiffert@hotmail.com
tel:253-796-2203
mailto:nancy_streiffert@hotmail.com
mailto:nancy_streiffert@hotmail.com

October 2011

15th Annual Frog Frolic

hanks to over

40 outstanding

volunteers and

contributors at Shadow

Lake Nature Preserve, the 15 ™ Annual Frog Frolic
treated over 200 guests to great music, food,
drinks, family activities, guided tours, raffle &
silent auction! Mark & Adele Freeland,
representing Rainier Audubon Society with an
educational display, were flanked by organizations
such as Puget Sound Mycological Society, Cedar
Grove Compost, Friends of Cedar River and
Middle Green River Coalition.

Save Habitat And Diversity Of Wetlands
(SHADOW) is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated
to the sustainability of Shadow Lake Bog and
other unique habitats within Jenkins Creek Basin
through education and preservation. Shadow Lake
Nature Preserve offers almost 2 miles of easy
nature trails, 90 acres of unique forest & wetland
habitat, and educational programs year round.

We are seeking amateur birders and native plant
enthusiasts to help provide their expertise on
guided tours every 1 ' Saturday of the month, and
fill volunteer positions at Outdoor Preschool Nov
2-4. For more volunteer opportunities and events,
visit www.shadowhabitat.org . 6
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Mewsings from
Millie

ello and welcome once

again to my never-ending

musings.

| have learned a lot
about birds in the time I've been
here at the store.  You know, the
more | learn the more | continue to
be captivated by our feathered
friends and not only because | am of
the feline persuasion.
Did you know, for instance, that
birds are divided into thirty groups?
| had never really thought about it
before but when you do think about
it you realize there are perching
birds, owls, woodpeckers, birds of
prey, etc. and each group has its own
unique characteristics.
| also hadn't realized that there are
nine thousand eight hundred sixty -
five species of birds alive today.
Sadly, of these species, one thou-
sand two hundred twenty -seven of
them are considered threatened
with extinction.
The earliest known bird had a very
long name: Archaeopteryx litho-
graphica. It lived about one hundred
fifty million years ago during the
Jurassic period. It had feathers and
wings but instead of a bill, it had a
reptilian snout. This bird did not
have a keeled breastbone which is
necessary for flight so scientists
are not sure if it could glide or not.
A total of ten fossils of Archaeop-
teryx have been found over the

Web: www.RainierAudubon.org
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years all near quarries in Solnhofen,
Germany.

Research supports the view that
birds evolved from a group of dino-
saurs known as theropods as birds
share some characteristics with the
beasts such as hollow bones, a pelvis
that points backward, a wishbone
and a three -toed foot.

One characteristic that belongs to
birds and birds alone is feathers.
Feathers are a defining feature
meaning if an animal has feathers
then it is a bird. Feathers serve
many purposes, most notably helping
birds in their ability to fly. In addi-
tion, feathers provide protection
from the elements, waterproofing,
insulation and even act as sunscreen
to block UV rays from reaching
birds' skin.

| just realized something, though.
Having feathers is unique to our bird
friends but the ability to fly is not.
Bats and insects are able to fly and
I've heard of flying squirrels and
flying fish although I've never seen
the like of them.

Birds do not have teeth. Instead
they have bills made of protein ker-
atin. Bird bills come in avariety of
shapes and sizes specifically
adapted to the diet of a particular
bird. Herons, for example, have
sharp, pointed bills that enable them
to capture fish. Many finches and
songbirds have short, conical bills
suitable for cracking open seeds.

All birds reproduce by laying eggs.
Although there is a wide range of
egg colors, only two pigments con-
tribute to the color of the shell.

One pigment is derived from hemo-
globin and the other from bile.

The largest egg is that of the os-
trich. It is over two thousand times
larger than the smallest egg pro-
duced by a hummingbird. The now
extinct Elephant Bird from Mada-
gascar produced an egg seven times
larger than an ostrich egg! My good-

Page 7

ness, that would have made one
enormous omelet!

Yes, birds continue to fascinate me
and I'm sure as time goes on | will
learn even more intriguing facts
about our bewitching avian friends.

Until next time,

Millie
The Muse of Mews
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"You must be the change you wish to see in the world."

—Mahat ma Gandhi

Rainier Audubon Membership Subscription or Renewal Form
One-year Membership in Rainier Audubon
R $20—Individual Membership

R $25—Family Membership -\‘\
To join or renew, mail this application with your payment to: (() \ ~
Rainier Audubon Society - Membership - >
PO Box 778 -\
Auburn, WA 98071
Or go to http://www.rainieraudubon.org/ to enroll online. N\
NG

Name:
Address
City State Zip
Email

RAS Chapter membership includes 9 issues of the Heron Herald annually but does not include
AUDUBON magazine.
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